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INSTITUTIONS 
THE C A T A L A N  S U M M E R  
U N I V E R S I T Y  
ABBEY OF SANT MIQUEL DE CUIXA. PRADA DE CONFLENT 
THIS YEAR SEES THE 25TH CATALAN SUMMER UNIVERSITY, 
HELD IN PRADA DE CONFLENT, AN EVENT THAT BRINGS TO 
LIFE THE CULTURAL AND LINGUISTIC UNITY OF THE PA~SOS 
CATALANS. THE ROOTS OF ITS SUCCESS LIE IN ITS POPULAR, 
CRITICAL, AND INDEPENDENT DIMENSION, ESSENTIAL 
VALUES IN ANY DEMOCRATIC UNIVERSITY SCENARIO. 
S A L V A D O R  C A R D U S  I R O S  ~ O C I O L O G I S T  A N D  J O U R N A L I S T  
his year sees the twenty-fifth 
Catalan Summer University, held 
in Prada de Conflent. 
The fact that it coincides with so many 
other twenty-fifth anniversaries is not 
entirely due to chance. The Universitat 
Catalana d'Estiu (UCE) grew out of the 
widespread anti-authoritarian spirit 
that was making itself felt throughout 
the western world during the sixties. 
People were reacting against an autho- 
ritarianism that occupied the majority of 
public and private institutional spheres: 
family, work, church ... and university. 
On top of this, the Catalans had to face 
the added problem of the Franco dicta- 
torship, an imposing obstacle to the 
winds of progress that blew in the world 
of the young in other western countries. 
So it was impatience for a taste of those 
new ways of life and the effect of the 
new ideas that were reaching the uni- 
versity world, and especially the in- 
fluence of May '68, that provided the 
foundation for this summer event and 
justified its being held outside the Spa- 
nish state but inside Catalan territory. 
This is not supposed to be a potted 
history of the UCE, but to understand 
what it is today we have to remember 
the general spirit of its beginnings: anti- 
authoritarian, open, festive, with a 
touch of spontaneity. And it's worth re- 
membering because, unlike what has 
happened to so many other projects, 
it's an approach the UCE has never 
abandoned. 
The UCE is founded on principles that 
have set it apart and made it what it is 
today, without obscuring its university 
dimension. Quite on the contrary, some 
university ideals would be difficult to 
reproduce so faithfully outside the 
framework of freedom h a t  characterizes 
the UCE. For example, its critical dimen- 
sion, possible due to its not being sub- 
jected to a bureaucratic structure, or, if 
you like, its popular nature, which 
allows the general public access to a 
type of culture that is usually mediatized 
by the conventional university's object 
of professionalization and, ultimately, 
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by the work market. At the UCE, more 
than anywhere else, one learns for the 
sake of learning, of knowing, without 
worrying too much about what it's for. 
Nevertheless, the UCE has always tried, 
and with a large measure of success, to 
maintain a certain standard as regards 
content and teaching so as to guaran- 
tee the interest of its academic offer. 
This is  why in recent years it has made a 
special point of getting the direct colla- 
boration of al1 the universities of the 
Paisos Catalans, so that there are al- 
ways objective elements of reference 
for the progress of the programme in 
general. 
The UCE today 
In recent years the UCE has been fortu- 
nate in that a wide-ranging selection of 
participants have filled the available 
space to the limits. In this way, two ne- 
cessarily fatal threats have been aver- 
ted: a nostalgic retreat into outdated 
models as a result of stagnation, and a 
loss of legitimation for the continued 
defence of these characteristics. 
However, and perhaps even because of 
the success of its current project, the 
initiative isn't a consolidated one with a 
format that could be called definitive. 
First of all, because of the voluntary 
nature of the initiative and of the orga- 
nisation, their continuity comes into 
question every year. Secondly, and as 
a result, it also lacks a guaranteed mini- 
mum budget. And as if this weren't 
enough, what infrastructure it has is 
manifestly obsolete and each year it 
gets more difficult to satisfy the basic re- 
quirements as regards functionalism and 
comfort. All this has led the University 
board to propose changes in the orga- 
nisation with the object of more accura- 
tely establishing responsibilities, and 
especially to provide the institutional 
stability that will avoid the uncertainties 
that face the UCE year after year. 
The big question, though, over and 
above financia1 and organisational prob- 
lems, is whether the UCE is justified in 
itself or whether in fact its function is still 
to make up for something that is  lack- 
ing. 
As I see it, I think one of the beauties of 
the UCE is its proven ability to offer an 
"ideal reality", or, perhaps, an "excep- 
tional reality", in making the Pai'sos Ca- 
talans effective for ten days. In a way, 
Prada brings the cultural and linguistic 
unity of the Paisos Catalans to life, and 
one can even "feel" the longed-for na- 
tional unity. 
But this isn't what justifies the UCE, and 
not because the cultural, linguistic and 
national unity of the Paisos Catalans 
are so close as to threaten this dimen- 
sion. The UCE's justification and the 
roots of its success lie in its popular, 
critical, and independent dimension, 
values that are in danger in conventio- 
nal university structures. 
So long as the UCE remains faithful to 
these ideals, essential values in any de- 
mocratic university scenario, there will 
be a place for it. ¤ 
